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Art Unit: 1724 

The amendment filed on 8-7-03 canceling all claims drawn to the elected 
invention and presenting only claims drawn to a non-elected invention is non-responsive 
(MPEP § 821.03). The remaining claims are not readable on the elected invention 
because instant claims 11-13 relate to a method of contacting a vapor and liquid which 
is independent and distinct from originally presented claims 1-10 to an air washer. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions to claims 11-13 and to claims 1-10 are related as process and 
apparatus for its practice. The inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) 
the process as claimed can be practiced by another materially different apparatus or by 
hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and materially 
different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case, the apparatus can be used to 
practice another and materially different process such as washing of air with liquid to 
remove contaminants and the process can be practiced with another and materially 
different apparatus such as a carburetor. 

Since the above-mentioned amendment appears to be a bona fide attempt to 
reply, applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of ONE (1 ) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
whichever is longer, from the mailing date of this notice within which to supply the 
omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME 
PERIOD UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a) ARE AVAILABLE. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Duane S. Smith whose telephone number is 703-308- 
3792. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6:00 M-TH, 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Blaine Copenheaver can be reached on 703-308-1261 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 



0651. 
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Primary Examiner 
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